Name: ID#: Date:

E How to Write Paragraphs & Essays
Layer 1: Collect Prior Knowledge

i Directions: Rate yourself on the following scale.
@corecard PreVIeW Note: The ratings below do NOT have to exactly match to the Scorecard completed at the beginning of the course.

Pre-Score

# Do you.. Always Sometimes Never
42 | Feel overwhelmed by writing assignments? 1 2 3 4 5
OO0 0o
43 | Struggle to organize your thoughts and/or research for a paper? 1 2 3 4 5
HEREpEEN
44 | struggle to compose your thoughts and research into clear sentences and paragraphs? 1 2 3 4 5
HEREpEEN

o 1) ER{[e]y I Directions: Follow the prompts in the course to fill in the boxes, below.
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| How to Write Paragraphs & Essays

§ Layer 2: Connect New Information

@ey terms The following terms and concepts are introduced in this lesson:

* Four-Square writing method - A structure that uses four * structure of writing - The basic organization of writing

boxes to guide the construction of paragraphs and into sentences, paragraphs, and essays.
essays.

* transition words - Phrases that help connect ideas * brainstorming - Generating ideas creatively without
smoothly within a text. immediate critique.

- writing blockers - Obstacles that can disrupt the writing * five-phase writing process - A comprehensive model
process that includes planning, drafting, revising, editing, and

publishing.

This lesson includes the sections below. Use this information to guide your
note-taking and track your progress through the lesson.

A. “How will ‘asking questions’ help me write paragraphs & essays?”

B. “Why has writing been so challenging?”

C. “How do | write paragraphs?”

D. “How do | write an essay or report?”

E. The 3-D Writing Organizer: digital version

F. How to write an email
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E How to Write Paragraphs & Essays
Layer 3: Confirm Understanding

(A2 e Follow the Writing Roadmap

Ideally, the best way to “apply and practice” the content from this lesson is to write a report or essay using
the information and tools provided in this lesson.

So, if possible, use these tools to write a report or essay assigned in another class OR write a research report

about a potential career that enhances your strengths, as explored in Lesson 2. This assignment will get you
started.

If you are not able to write a full report or essay, this assignment will help reinforce the strategies for future
use.

Directions

Complete Phase 1 (pages 1 & 2) of the Writing Roadmap for a current writing assignment from another
course -OR- a potential writing assignment about a career research paper.

............................................... Daln o

W R I T | [\_l G R O A\ D J‘fl A P L;\tnia:'lm..:ngc‘.umebs«;rsmnblngum:-nwraing&gmusr Foilorw the prompts, below, then

1. Cross out extrs "bocy paragraphs” (pockets B-G) you wan t need,
=] 2 Copy all ket fram the “baxes” (below] o o e ‘smeope pocls” in your 3-0 arganizet

BO% of the time: you sperd “writing™... will MOT be spent
wiiling. It will e saenl planning, The mare Bme you spand
planning, tha 155 8ma you wil Sannd wisng and revising

a. What |5 the purpasa for writing this placa?
Mot alen, your real purposs is, "Bacause my leacher sad o™ So, [els ask, Why aid my A =} o fed
teacher asmgn (17 What does he'she wanl io gef frem this assignment™”

b, Vit is the topic? I
What are pou going fa wite abaw? Often, teachers assign the topic, If you can select your
awin bt nad halp chacsing It loak for & Bralrstarm Promps o the Thinking Tacks pages

& Who is the intended avdience?
Once again, for 8 school asslgnment, your faacher may be your ana ard only real audence. ¥
thal’s the case, wha do you think your poential audiance sbould be?

d. What is my angle?
Vehal, axachly. oo | wanl b sey about mi fagic? I your angle 15 "o Dig," wou’l snagle to facus
I your angie: is *loo sirsal.” you won't Isve much b say.

6 the Thinking Tooks for help on how to “Cut the Right-Sized Slice of Your Toplc."

ng Paragraph |

hing different types of ledes.
% —e 1 Trum storyianeccict unifying theme of all the
o. What is my role? g 2 rany c:a'fl-h'uzr.dolr irdormatan?

i

How can | sumamarize the

g & [mag
g my primary objective o parsusds, inform, entartain? Or @ cambingtion = i e

Why 5 tis
TpCRTITENG
Impertant .. o me nar

a. What ara the specific parameters required? b. What quostions
READ DIRECTIONS CAREFLLLY' Undeeling every should my paper answor?
cetail fat must be included. {Missing elemenls is haw
studenils lose imost poinls. ] If possible. stk
REmgImENt bre 1o tis map,

Lack at the assignmens for rmguired
sub-lopics; converl Hem Lo questions.

Combine smaller questions. In an
essay, each guiding questicn shauld
berves G4 answers: questiors resulling
inanly 1-2 arswers should combing
Iheir il braader o eslions.

Use the Wriling Planning Guide an
pAge # 3 pat starad
1. Inc w Sy
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E How to Write Paragraphs & Essays
Layer 3: Confirm Understanding

A)JAF LT Follow the Writing Roadmap

WRITING ROADMAP

80% of the time you spend “writing”... will NOT be spent
writing. It will be spent planning. The more time you spend
planning, the less time you will spend writing and revising.

a. What is the purpose for writing this piece?
Most often, your real purpose is, "Because my teacher said so!" So, let’s ask, “Why did my
teacher assign it? What does he/she want to get from this assignment?”

b. What is the topic?
What are you going to write about? Often, teachers assign the topic. If you can select your
own but need help choosing it, look for a Brainstorm Prompt on the Thinking Tools page.

c. Who is the intended audience?
Once again, for a school assignment, your teacher may be your one and only real audience. /f
that’s the case, who do you think your potential audience should be?

d. What is my angle?

What, exactly, do | want to say about my topic? If your angle is "too big," you'll struggle to focus.
If your angle is "too small,” you won't have much to say.

See the Thinking Tools for help on how to “Cut the Right-Sized Slice of Your Topic.”

e. What is my role?
Is my primary objective to persuade, inform, entertain? Or a combination?

a. What are the specific parameters required? b. What questions
READ DIRECTIONS CAREFULLY! Underline every should my paper answer?
detail that must be included. (Missing elements is how Look at the assignment for required
students lose most points.) If possible, staple sub-topics; convert them to questions.

assignment rubric to this map.

d P Combine smaller questions. In an
essay, each guiding question should
have 3-4 answers; questions resulting
in only 1-2 answers should combine
them into broader questions.

Use the Writing Planning Guide on
page 2 to get started...
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E How to Write Paragraphs & Essays

Skill Demonstration Form

The purpose of this activity is to apply the information from this lesson to “real life” situations. It can be a stand-alone
assessment and/or used as preparation for the end-of-course Exit Presentation.

@irections Complete the prompts below, in writing or with multimedia tools.
NOTE: As an alternative to this form, a digital portfolio is provided throughout the curriculum

Section #: Section Title:

Chapter #: Chapter Title:

1. What is the skill or topic you learned?

(For example: taking notes, using a planner, communicating with teachers, etc.)

2. What is the name of the evidence and a short description?
(Examples of evidence: a page of notes, a page from a planer, an email to a teacher, a photo of your organized binder or bedroom, etc.)

3. How does this evidence illustrate what you learned about this skill or topic?

4. How/why/when do you expect to use this skill or information in the future?

@ubric Evaluation guidelines are below.
(Your teacher will determine the total number of points possible.)

POINTS PERFORMANCE INDICATOR

SCORE POSSIBLE

The evidence provided demonstrates an understanding of the concept/strategy.

The evidence provided demonstrates appropriate application to a current setting.

The description of a future application demonstrates an understanding of the potential use for this
concept/strategy.

COMMENTS:
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